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I am quite happy.   Let no one have the slightest worry on
my account.

Blessings from

BAPU

TULSI MEHAR
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM
SABARMATI

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 6520

149.   ALL ABOUT THE FAST
September 22, 1924
I wish to assure the reader that the fast has not been under-
taken without deliberation. As a matter of fact my life has been
a stake ever since the birth of non-co-operation. I did not blindly
embark upon it. I had ample warning of the dangers attendant
upon it. No act of mine is done without prayer. Man is a fal-
lible being. He can never be sure of his steps. What he may
regard as answer to prayer may be an echo of his pride. For in-
fallible guidance man has to have a perfectly innocent heart in-
capable of evil. I can lay no such claim. Mine is a struggling,
striving, erring, imperfect soul. But I can rise only by experiment-
ing upon myself and others. I believe in absolute oneness of'God
and therefore also of humanity. What though we have many
bodies? We have but one soul. The rays of the sun are many
through refraction. But they have the same source. I cannot
therefore detach myself from the wickedest soul (nor may I
be denied identity with the most virtuous). Whether therefore I
will or no, I must involve in my experiment the whole of my
kind. Nor can I do without experiment. Life is but an endless
series of experiments.
I knew that non-co-operation was a dangerous experiment.
Non-co-operation in itself is unnatural, vicious and sinful. But
non-violent non-co-operation, I am convinced, is a sacred duty
at times. I have proved it in many cases. But there was every
possibility of mistake in its application to large masses. But des-
perate diseases call for desperate remedies. Non-violent non-co-
operation was the only alternative to anarchy and worse. Since
it was to be non-violent, I had to put my life in the scales.
The fact that Hindus and Mussalmans, who were only two
years ago apparently working together as friends, are now fighting